
October 2021, Issue 27October 2021, Issue 27

From The East

Our lodge has been growing. We’ve 
been seeing new applications and a 
recent initiation.   As such I expect 
that we will see many upcoming 
degrees in the coming months.  If you 
can help out, your attendance at our 
practice would be greatly appreciated 
remember it takes a community of 
Mason’s to raise a Mason.

Take a moment and reflect back when 
you were an Entered Apprentice 
Mason, spending hours toiling over 
the proficiency and learning the 
intricacies of The Craft.  Did you 
spend it alone poring over old dusty 
books, hours of conversation with 
your candidate coach, for talking with 
your fellow Masons in a group 
setting?

Back then you were just learning how 
to frame your thoughts so that you 
could understand the complicated 
nature of what we do in our 
ceremonies and our rituals.  Really 
tricky stuff, right?  

Entered Apprentices learn from 
example, and it is incumbent upon all 
of us to show them the way.  The
 Masters who helped you learn the 
craft invested time into you, it would 
be a shame for all of that time and 
effort to go to waste.  

We are looking for candidate’s 
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Masonry is coming back well in 
Sonoma County.  Petaluma-Hamilton 
performed a first degree in August 
and I participated, in September, with 
several other lodge masters and past 
masters in a double first degree at Mt 
Jackson Lodge for one of their 
candidates and a Windsor candidate.  
As we have heard many times Mason-
ry is a moral science (or philosophy) 
taught by degrees only.  The three 
degrees are the core of what Masonry 
is all about and exemplify our code of 
conduct.  They teach us how Masons 
should behave; it is not just about 
memorizing the words or doing a 
performance.  These degrees teach us 
about humility, fidelity and service to 
our brothers.  Leadership of a Ma-
sonic lodge is a lot more than mem-
orization, performance, or business 
administration; it is about knowing 
how to run a volunteer organization, 
but also internalizing the values that 
are exemplified in the degrees, and 
leading by the example of becoming a 
better man.  These things take time.

We will have new leadership step-
ping forward next year.  If you are 
interested in the leadership line and 
perhaps being Master of the Lodge 
one day please let me know.  I will be 
glad to assist.  It is important for men 
to learn from their mentors and from 
their own mistakes in order to be-
come better men and to not make the 
same errors.  To the extent my cable 

Brothers,

tow permits, I will assist those worthy 
brothers on that path.

The Masonic theme of this year is 
indeed “self improvement through 
ritual practice.”  There is a lot in that.  
Each man needs to find that self 
improvement for himself and medi-
tate on the meanings of the words in 
the ritual and in their own words. 

I have always sought to make Ma-
sonry more fun and to bring in new 
brothers.  By working together we can 
build true friendship while making 
it more fun.  If the Lodge is willing, I 
propose that the theme for next year 
be “building and enjoying true
friendships.”  When we break bread 
together, wash dishes, sweep floors, 
shop for food, or help with work 
parties at the lodge we do not demean 
ourselves with work that is beneath 
us, but build up a treasure in a house 
not made with hands.  We build true 
friendships … and it makes it easier 
for us to have fun at the lodge.  
However, I am sure that we can come 
up with activities that are even more 
enjoyable.  I for one would like to hear 
a full report on the recent Masons for 
Mitts game at our next gathering.

I pray that God bless you and aids in 
your growing health, but I also ask 
that Masons here locally are soon able 
to return to ritual practice at Petaluma 
Hamilton Lodge.  May brotherly love 
prevail and every moral and social 
virtue cement us.  

Very best regards,
Don Nicodemus, Worshipful Master, 
Petaluma-Hamilton Lodge #180

Happy October!



Lodge Contact Info:
http://freemason.org (CA Grand Lodge)       ~       http://masons180.org (Pet.-Ham.#180 website)

Lodge Phone Number 707-762-6513, For Reservations call 707-762-4171 
 Master, Don Nicodemus, 707-303-0244 E-Mail: don.nicodemus2@gmail.com

Secretary, Guy Chalmers: 707-477-3046 E-Mail: JMC329@aol.com

support services - even if you live out 
of state.

Masonic Family Outreach (MFOS): 
For California Masons under age 60 
and their families Any degree level: 
Get help dealing with family issues 
and other complex challenges by 
calling Masonic Assistance line for 
information and referrals. Case 
management may also be available.

Masonic Senior Outreach (MSOS): 
For California Masons age 60 or older, 
and wives or widows
•Any degree level: Receive
information and referrals.
•Master Mason: Apply for case
management.
•Master Mason in good standing for
five consecutive years: In addition to
the above services, may be eligible
for financial support. Also eligible for
admission to the Masonic Homes of
California continuing care retirement
communities, located in Covina and
Union City.

Masonic Value Network
If you need information about 
care-related assistance, the Masonic 
Value Network can help. Access a 
network of independent services and 
providers at masonichome.org/value-
network.

Masonic Center for
 Youth and Families
Learn more about integrated thera-
peutic services for youth struggling 
with academic, behavioral, or social 
issues by visiting mcyaf.org or call-
ing (877) 488-6293. All services are 
provided on a sliding-scale payment 
model. No eligible client is turned 
away due to lack of funds.

Need Help or Assistance ?  
Contact Masonic Outreach Services 
visit: https://masonichome.org/
lodge-resources/education-and-re-
sources/
call: 888/466-3642.                                                                                          
email: masonicassistance@mhcuc.org.
Masonic family members can access 
a variety of resources to address their 
particular needs:

Information and referral services
Masonic Family Outreach Services 
can recommend helpful services and 
resources right in your own commu-
nity, including legal aid, employment 
support, programs for special needs 
children, food stamps and other pub-
lic assistance, and support for eco-
nomic issues, such as foreclosure.

Care management
For families who require additional 
support, Masonic Family Outreach 
Services care managers can provide 
ongoing care management for as long 
as needed. Masonic Outreach works 
with you to develop a care plan that is 
flexible and specific to your situation, 
including home visits and hands-on 
help connecting to local resources.

Financial assistance
In certain situations, Masonic Family 
Outreach Services can provide one-
time financial support for eligible 
Masons and their wife or widow. 
This support is offered as a bridge to 
self-sufficiency, and as part of a larger 
care plan. 
If you are a California Mason in 
good standing, or his wife or widow, 
you may be eligible for the following 

NEW: Pharmacy Discount Program

Want to pay less for your 
prescriptions? 

Just go to masonichome.org,
then go to the Masonic Value 
Network page for more information.

• Free service, recommended by the
Masonic Homes of California

• Find the best prices and coupons at
pharmacies near you

• Save up to 80 percent off standard
prescription prices

Brought to you by the Masonic Value 
Network. Explore our network of
care providers and services at 
masonichome.org > In Your 
Community >
Masonic Value Network.

Henry W. Coil Library & 
Museum of Freemasonry 

Discover Masonic history online

Explore special exhibits, innovative 
films, and a vast collection of artifacts, 

books, and archives.

masonicheritage.org



https://www.facebook.com/PetalumaMasonry/
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/petalumamasonry/?hl=en

Masonic Quotes

“Masonic labor is purely 
a labor of love. He who 
seeks to draw Masonic 

wages in gold and silver 
will be disappointed. The 
wages of a Mason are in 

the dealings with one 
another; sympathy begets 
sympathy, kindness begets 

kindness, helpfulness 
begets helpfulness, and 
these are the wages of a 

Mason.”           

Benjamin Franklin

SANTA ROSA RURAL CEMETERY 
MASONIC PLAQUE DEDICATION

When: 
Thursday, October 14th at 12:00 pm.

Where:
Santa Rosa Rural Cemetry, 
Masonic Plot
1600 Franklin Ave, Santa Rosa, Ca 

We will be honoring the memory of 
the past Masons and Eastern Star who 
are buried at the Santa Rosa Rural 
Cemetery Masonic Plot by dedicating 
this plaque. 

Please Contact Brother Paul Stathatos 
with your reservation at 
(707) 538-8720 or
pstats54@gmail.com

Immediately following the 
Masonic Dedication Ceremony
please join us for a complimentary 
brown bag lunch

Your Choice of Ham, Turkey, Roast 
Beef or Veggie Sandwich
Salad, and Chips Soda or Water

Walking shoes recommended due to 
the uneven ground.

• John Anderson           October  4th

• John Monahan            October 5th

• David Sonnenberg      October 5th

• Stuart Tyler October 5th

• Marvin Mc Allaster    October 9th

• Robert Martin             October 13th

• George Trefz Jr.           October 13th

• Ralph Burns                October 14th

• Jonathan Finkle          October 14th

• Salatheil Roos             October 16th

• Thomas Argo              October 18th

• Terry Snygg October 18th

• Anthony Timmer       October 18th

• Anthony Celesia         October 21st

• Christopher Wright   October 24th

• Richard Fonseca         October 26th

• Jack Rolston                October 26th

• Howard Goodman    October 27th

• Claiborne Whittaker October 27th

• William Chubb          October 29th

• Allen Tipton               October 30th

From the West Continued
coaches, and also officers for the next 
year.  If you have some time to give 
back to the lodge, we could use your 
help.  In particular due to Covid 19, 
we haven’t been able to grow out lodge 
to keep up with the amount of 
brethren moving out of the area, or 
stepping out of the line.  

In this I ask members of 
Petaluma-Hamilton #180 to give back 
to the Lodge.  

We need you.  This is the time. 

Fraternally,
William “Woody” Purdy P.M.
Senior Warden
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