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From The East

Bretheren

What makes a year successful? Is it
how many goals were reached? How
many disasters were averted? How
many times something to be proud of
was accomplished? The measures are
innumerable. But when judging the
success of a Masonic Lodge, it is a little
easier: How much of the work of Masonry got accomplished?

We had a wonderful game night, a
successful barbeque, and a lovely Holiday Party. At our game night brothers
came together to watch bad movies,
play games, and generally enjoy each
other’s company. For me, it was one
of the things about Freemasonry that
I love the most. Our barbeque, which
doubled as a Mason of the Year event,
was a low-key but great event. Any
event that results in children running
around playing, and adults sitting
around talking to each other is a success in my book. Our barbeque had
both, plus delicious food cooked by
brothers. Our Holiday Party was a fun
time filled with good food, and good
company. Both of my kids enjoyed it
immensely. At least, the little one did
before he passed out and took a nap in
a lap.

In that regard Petaluma-Hamilton always has a good year. I would say that
the “work” of Masonry can be divided
into three parts: Making New Masons,
Charitable Acts and Giving, and BuildThis year it has been an honor to serve
ing Fellowship.
the Lodge as its Master. It has been a
We initiated three new brothers to our challenging and rewarding experience.
craft. Two of those, and an existing En- I thank you for giving me this opportered Apprentice were all passed to the tunity, and for supporting me this past
degree of Fellowcraft. Those three are year.
now all ready to be raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason.It has I know that Worshipful-Elect Nicodebeen a very busy year in terms of Rit- mus has a great, and ambitious, year
ual work, and I have been proud of the planned for us. I hope you will all join
me in enjoying it, and working to make
exemplary quality of our Degrees.
it even more successful than this past
We have supported a variety of wor- year has been.
thy causes. We had a special focus on
education, but also made sure that our With much Fraternal Love,
elderly Brothers and their Wives were
taken care of. I am particularly proud Alex Saslow
of our support of the Let’s Write The
Future campaign from Grand Lodge, Master
which helps fund Masonic Homes as
well as Raising a Reader. We also donated a significant amount to the local
organization Committee on the Shelterless (COTS).

From The West

My Brothers,
Happy New Year 2020! Our theme
for the year is – 2020: A Vision of
Charity. As Masons, we are obligated
to aid and assist distressed worthy
brother Masons, their widows and
orphans. We also have a long tradition of supporting local public education through scholarships and grants
to local schools and teachers. As a
token of our renewed focus on charity
we hope to significantly increase our
Lodge’s contributions to the Masonic
Homes, the Grand Lodge’s Raising-a-Reader program, local scholarships, local teachers and local schools.
We do this all with a watchful eye on
financial support for the growth of
our organization. We all must understand that charity will help grow our
Lodge. I am asking all brothers to
help make our Lodge more charitable
by coming and participating at stated
meetings.
From the Grand Lodge’s leadership
retreats we have learned positive and
negative news. The positive news
is that new members continue to
join lodges for three reasons: for self
improvement, to make friends, and
make a difference in their communities – to give back to the communities
that raised them. A charitable act can
be a lasting legacy which can live on
well past the current generation. Our
symbol or icon this year is the evergreen coastal redwood because it is
Continued On Page 2

From the West Continued
a symbol of longevity and greatness.
The negative news is that we lose
active membership because the lodge
they joined is not living up to their
expectations in these key areas.
This has even affected our Lodge.
Disaffected members do not go on to
be lodge leaders and the most common reason that lodges fail is lack
of leadership, not lack of funding. If
you have been paying close attention
to Trestleboard articles or attending
stated meetings you know that there
is a leadership gap in Petaluma – we
do not have a complete roster of pillar
officers. Still, we are lucky to have the
leadership who are currently active;
we are also fortunate that Masters
here have been working on this leadership gap for several years, and we
have several potentially outstanding
new Masons.
The Past Masters of PetalumaHamilton Lodge No. 180 for the last
half dozen years that I have been
active have all worked to increase
fraternal and charitable activities to
increase membership and because it is
the right thing to do. I want to thank
those past masters who served and
are still active in the Lodge, especially
Alex Saslow who faced several
personal challenges and is to be
congratulated for a successful year.
Now we must step up our efforts even
more to demonstrate to our
communities that the work of
Masonry is a worthy endeavor.
Masons are great men who do the
right thing, follow a moral code, and
are on a mission to better our society.

December Stated Meeting
Family Dinner Menu:
Thursday, Decenber 5th, 2019 6.30
pm
Pot Roast, Mashed Potatos, Green
Beans, Dessert TBA
Prepared and served by
Cryptic Council.
Please make a reservation by calling
707-762-4171 by December 2, 2015
If you special dietary needs, please
let us know with your reservation.
Thank you!

Each individual’s code may be
different and he may express it
differently in his own life, but together
we are stronger and make a difference.
In future articles, we will talk about
some of the exciting opportunities to
participate in Lodge events, clarify
past statements about the obligation
of the Lodge to be charitable, and discuss some of the fun activities that we
have planned for this year. My brothers and friends, again have a healthy
and prosperous New Year.
Cheers,
Don Nicodemus
Worshipful
Master Elect

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
• Peter Ballantine

Janurary 6th

• Jason Cannata

Janurary 6th

• John Groff

Janurary 6th

• Ned MdFadden

Janurary 9th

• David Adams

Janurary15th

• Jonathon Norgrove Janurary 20th
• Barry Rosen

Janurary 20th

• James Casarotti

Janurary22th

• Lars Noren

Janurary 22th

• David Lopez

Janurary 24th

• Joseph Zusin

Janurary 25th

• Michael Hunt

Janurary 28th

• James Frizzell

Janurary 29th

• Angus Mac Lir

Janurary 29th

• Bean, Leroy E.

January 31st

Lodge Contact Info:
http://freemason.org (CA Grand Lodge)
~
http://masons180.org (Pet.-Ham.#180 website)
Lodge Phone Number 707-762-6513, For Reservations call 707-762-4171
Master, Alex Saslow, 707-303-0244 E-Mail: saslow.alexander@gmail.com
Secretary, Guy Chalmers: 707-477-3046 E-Mail: JMC329@aol.com

From The Editor
Need Help or Assistance ?
Contact Masonic Assistance
visit:www.masonichome.org
email: intake@mhcuc.org
or call: 888/466-3642.

From the Hall Association

Brethren,
As was announced in Lodge, the
group training for AED will be held
on Thursday, February 27, 2020, at
6:30 PM in the Family Room. It is
well-understood that we do not rise to
the occasion; rather, we default to our
training. Skills such as AED operation, while simple, are perishable; especially, under pressure. Maintaining
our readiness can make the difference
between life and death. To my mind,
saving a life is the ultimate expression
of Masonic virtue.
Fraternally,
Tim Giddings

Brethren,
I am looking forward to the fun and
exiting challenges that lie ahead for us
in the year 2020, but it will take our
dedication and willingness to contribute to make that happen.
There are many ways you can contribute to the lodge and it all starts by
volunteering. some volunteer money
while many of us volunteer time.
It is this act of charity that fills breath
into a Masonic Lodge and allows our
deeds to eternally make a mark on our
communities.
I encourage you to join a committee,
step up and fill a role as officer, take
an active role in group activies.
You can also share and enrich the
lodge by sharing your photos of
masonic events so that we can post
them on the Lodges website.
I also encourage you to to write an
article to share in the trestleboard or
as blog entries on our website. articles and blog enteries can be anytinbg
from shareing your knowledge and
insight, Offering Masonic Words of
Wisdom, Writeing a review about a
masonic event., or even Sharing a
passion you have found in masonry.

the articles and the energy that goes
into it. The same thing can be said
about our Lodge.
The Wonderful thing about the
Trestleboard is that you don’t have to
live in state or even in town to
contribute. Many of us have busy
lives and can’t always attend stated
meetings . but that doesn’t mean that
you can’t contribute.
Please email your masonic pictures
or articles and blog entries to petaluma.hamilton.180.web@gmail.com.
humbly yours,
David Sonnenberg
Trestleboard Editor

Masonic Words
of Wisdom

Masonica

“The Craft gives you
as much as you put
into it, but do not
be fooled into thinking
that this is an upfront
payment. If your
payment into
Freemasonry is
ongoing, the rewards
will be as well.
Follow the wisdom of
the tortoise here, and
not the hare.”

The Trestleboard is only as good as

Alexander Saslow

Find us on Facebook and Instagram

https://www.facebook.com/PetalumaMasonry/
https://www.instagram.com/petalumamasonry/?hl=en

Masonic Restoration:
A Life line back to Lodge

Masonry is a life long commitment.
Problem is, sometimes life gets in the
way of it.
The reasons that members tend to
drift away from their lodge run the
gamut, from big to small—although
it turns out that more often than not,
they’re really small. Like not updating
their address after a move. Or work
getting really busy. Or having an old
telephone number on file. By the time
they’ve straightened up the error, they
may owe considerable amount in back
dues. These are men who still feel
deeply about the fraternity, but having
fallen off the radar, find themselves
unable to return to lodge.
That’s why Grand Master John E.
Trauner is proposing a simple,
straightforward path back.Whether a
member has been suspended for two
months or 20 years, the plan works
the same.
How To Participate
The Grand Lodge of California has
made it easy for lodges to participate
in the 2020 Member Restoration effort. The effort includes these steps:
1. Our lodge will receive a list of all
members of your lodge who have
been suspended for non-payment of
dues.
2.Remove any members on the list
that should not be included in the
restoration campaign.
3.Vote on the resolution at stated
meeting. The resolution will pass with
2/3 vote of all present at the stated
meeting. Continue reading for the
Restoration Resolution

4.Return your edited list and the
signed resolution to Grand Lodge.

good standing pursuant to California Masonic Code §100.045;

5.Grand Lodge will reach out to all
indicated members of your lodge, and
invite them back to the fraternity.

WHEREAS, a Lodge wishing to
participate in the Grand Master’s
Restoration Campaign must authorize Grand Lodge to act on its
behalf in seeking and accepting the
Restoration Fee from those selected
members and to thereafter transmit
the full amount of Restoration Fees
received to the Lodge on a monthly
basis along with a report of those
members who have paid the required Restoration Fee;

6. Grand Lodge will receive the
payments from the suspended
members, update the member’s
record, restore him to good standing, and record his payment. Grand
Lodge will then notify the member
and your lodge, so that you may reach
out to him, issue his dues receipt and
welcome him back to lodge.
For suspended brothers, it’s a lifeline
back to lodge. For the fraternity, it’s a
potentially transformative move.
______________________________
The Resolution is as follows :

Grand Master’s Restoration
Campaign.
CALIFORNIA MASONIC CODE
§ 809.380
WHEREAS, pursuant to his authority of California Masonic Code
§404.120 et. Seq., the Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of the Free and
Accepted Masons of California has
authorized a Restoration Campaign
to be administered by the Grand
Lodge to encourage members who are
suspended for non-payment of dues
(“SNPD”) to reinstate their Masonic
membership;
WHEREAS, the Grand Master’s
Restoration Campaign permits
Lodges that vote to participate in
the Restoration Campaign to accept
$100 as a one-time “Restoration Fee”
from selected members of the Lodge
who are currently SNPD, to forgo
the member’s remaining outstanding
membership dues balance, and to
thereafter restore those members to

WHEREAS, at the Stated Meeting of
this Lodge, two-thirds of the members present voted to participate
in theGrand Master’s Restoration
Campaign and approved the listed of
members attached hereto as Exhibit
A;
RESOLVED, that upon Grand
Lodge’s receipt of the Restoration
Fee from any of the eligible selected
memberson the list attached as Exhibit A, the suspended member shall
be immediately restored to good
standing with this Lodge and without seeking further repayment of the
member’s outstanding dues balance.
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
Lodge authorizes Grand Lodge to
administer the Restoration
Campaign on behalf of the Lodge
and to do whatever acts may be
deemed necessary to effectuate the
purposes of the Grand Master’s
Restoration Campaign and are
consistent with the tenants of Freemasonry.
For more information on restoration, contact Member Services at
memberservices@freemason.org or
call (415) 776-7000.
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THURS

2
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3

4

10

11

17

18

Family Dinner
& Stated Meeting

5

6

7
Rainbow
Girls #6

Royal Arch #22

12

13

8

14

9
Installation
Practice

Hall Association

15

16

2020 Officers
Installation

19

20

21

22

23

27

28

Commandary #14

Council #46

24

29

30

31
3rd Degree
Conferal

25
Back-to-Back
3rd Degree
Conferal

3rd Degree
Practice

Rainbow
Girls #6

26

The Apron
& the Robe
3rd Degree
Practice

