
From The East From The Westof masons long past. This connection 
to our Past grounds us, I believe, and 
ensures that we stay focused on the 
moral truths that make up our lessons.

It is also a way for us to deepen our 
connections with each other, by work-
ing together and sharing meaningful 
experiences. Degree practices are often 
fun, and joke filled. I always walk away 
from them with a smile on my face. It 
is here that I feel that my Brothers also 
become my good friends. In this way, 
preparing for a Degree can connect a 
Brother to the Lodge’s Present, his fel-
low Brothers. 

Lastly Degree Conferrals are also a way 
for us to get to know our brothers-to-
be and relatively new brothers as they 
make their own way through the three 
degrees. By participating in and at-
tending their Degrees, we develop re-
lationships with them. This not only 
connects us to the Present leaders of 
our Lodge, but also our potential Fu-
ture ones.

While reading about developing a 
brand (or organizational identity) one 
of the articles asked me “What makes 
your organization special?” Imme-
diately I answered in regard to our 
Lodge, in many ways my second home.

The answer came to me easily. What 
makes our Lodge special are our mem-
bers. We have many enthusiastic mem-
bers who desire to lead, to help orga-
nize events, to learn about our history 
and philosophy, and to participate in 
the high quality ritual work that we 
here at Petaluma-Hamilton #180 pride 
ourselves on. This is lucky, as these are 
the things our Lodge will need to con-
tinue to prosper. Particularly since we 
are again entering Degree Season.

Although Degree Conferrals are a lot 
of work to prepare for, they are one of 
the most important and meaningful 
activities we have the privilege to par-
ticipate in. The reasons for their im-
mense importance are multitudinous, 
but Three tend to come to my mind 
most often. Our Ritual connects us to 
our Past, our Present, and our Future.

The Ritual we still practice today con-
nects us directly to all masons of gen-
erations past. Knowing that we are 
walking the same paths, and saying the 
same lines as all of those who came be-
fore us gives me great pleasure (region-
al differences notwithstanding). Ritual 
is how our lessons are delivered, the 
lessons coming as if from the mouths 
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October is a time of traditional cele-
brations, harvest festivals, and gath-
erings of families and friends with 
barbequed foods and festive drinks 
not being absent in the process.  This 
October we will have our annual Ma-
sonic BBQ with a twist on October 
12. This year we will highlight coop-
eration instead of competition.  We 
will celebrate with other lodges those 
Masons from our lodge and others 
who can best work together and best 
agree; this year’s Masonic BBQ and 
Oktoberfest party will honor Masons 
of the Year.  This year Petaluma-Ham-
ilton Lodge No. 180 selected David 
Sonnenberg as Mason of the Year be-
cause of his active involvement in the 
projects of the lodge and the generous 
use of his time to support others and 
to work on his own improvement.  He 
is the kind of man that we, as Masons, 
like to hold up as a model.  

David is working on becoming our 
next Senior Deacon, is Trestleboard 
Editor and is leading the efforts of 
the Events Committee to put on our 
annual BBQ. Recently he has taken 
on the role as Assistant web admin-
istrtrator. He is working hard on the 
Senior Deacon’s memory work and 
learning what makes a good officer.  
He’s doing the self improvement work 
that is a benefit to all of us who are 
members of the Lodge.  He’s working 
a little at a time to reshape his rough 
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Lodge Contact Info:
http://freemason.org (CA Grand Lodge)       ~       http://masons180.org (Pet.-Ham.#180 website)

Lodge Phone Number 707-762-6513, For Reservations call 707-762-4171 
 Master, Alex Saslow, 707-303-0244 E-Mail: saslow.alexander@gmail.com

Secretary, Guy Chalmers: 707-477-3046 E-Mail: JMC329@aol.com

 

• John Anderson           October  4th

 • John Monahan            October 5th

 • David Sonnenberg     October 5th

 • Stuart Tyler                 October 5th

 • Marvin Mc Allaster    October 9th

 • Robert Martin           October 13th

 • George Trefz Jr.         October 13th

 • Ralph Burns              October 14th

 • Jonathan Finkle        October 14th

 • Salatheil Roos           October 16th

 • Thomas Argo             October 18th

 • Terry Snygg                October 18th

 • Anthony Timmer      October 18th

 • Anthony Celesia         October 21st

 • Christopher Wright  October 24th

 • Richard Fonseca        October 26th

 • Jack Rolston               October 26th

 • Howard Goodman   October 27th 

 • Claiborne Whittaker October 27th

 • William Chubb          October 29th

 • Allen Tipton               October 30th

October Stated Meeting 
Dinner Menu:

Thursday, October  3rd , 2019 6.30 pm

Old Fashioned Meat Loaf, Oven Baked 
Potatoes,Green Beans

Salad, Rolls and Butter, Cheese Cake 
for Dessert

Dinner prepared and served by the 
girls and adults of Petaluma Rainbow 

Assembly #6.

Please call in your reservations by
 October 1st. to 707-762-4171

From the West ContinuedFrom the East Continued

ashlar and I know he will succeed 
for himself and the Lodge.  We need 
more men like him who will be in-
volved in the fun and festivities but 
also take on some tough assignments 
that make our mission of charity and 
brotherhood a success. 

Brothers, we can all continue our 
work of self education; it will improve 
our intellect and restrain our passions 
in ways which will have a positive 
influence in our lives.  This process of 
purification and striving for improve-
ment helps us help ourselves, our 
families and our communities.

So please come out to the Mason-
ic BBQ in Bloomfield on October 
12.  We should have some tasty food 
ready by High Twelve.  Isn’t it time 
you renewed your commitment to the 
Lodge and take part in the fun and 
festivities?  Even if it’s been a while 
and you don’t know some of the new-
er brothers, this is a perfect oppor-
tunity to enjoy the autumn weather 
and drive out for the food, fun and 
fellowship.    

Sincerely,

Don Nicodemus
Senior Warden

As we are starting the preparations 
for our next round of degrees I am 
reminded of my own degree experi-
ences. Of having my eyes opened to 
the Light of masonry, and seeing my 
brothers gathered around me. I re-
member watching their faces closely as 
I listened to the lessons they were be-
stowing upon me. I remember smiling, 
and being unable to stop. I remember 
being filled with a sense of connection 
and belonging. Connection to the Fra-
ternity, to my modern brothers, and to 
the brothers of the past.

What do you remember most about 
your degrees? I would love to hear 
from you, and would also love to see 
you in attendance over the next few 
months during our various conferrals. 
Keep your eyes on the calendar, my 
brothers. It looks like we are going to 
be busy.

Sinerely,

Alex Saslow
Master



https://www.facebook.com/PetalumaMasonry/
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/petalumamasonry/?hl=en

Need Help or Assistance ? 
Contact Masonic Assistance
visit:www.masonichome.org 

email: intake@mhcuc.org
 or call: 888/466-3642.

As noted in my last report the Lodge, 
we had some unexpeted expenses due 
to the required inspection of the ele-
vator. 

 The Hall Association is exploring ways 
to minimize the financial hit, in the fu-
ture.  

Two items of note:  As we come to 
the last quarter of the year, the board 
is prioritizing what improvements or 
maintenance can be done with the re-
maining funds allocated for that pur-
pose.  Replacement of the kitchen lino-
leum is a serious contender, as are new 
furniture and book cases. 

 The Hall Association  Our debit card has been compromised 
for the second time. Although the loss 
was not large, it pointed out the need 
for a product that would minimize our 
exposure to fraud while still allowing 
the flexibility to address unexpected 
financial contingencies. 

The Board voted to cancel the debit 
card and apply for a dedicated busi-
ness credit card.  In simple terms, a 
debit card is our money whereas a 
credit card is the bank’s money.  A deb-
it card is linked directly to the holders 
account, which can be wiped out in 
short order by a determined hacker.  
Again, asset protection and wealth 
preservation are our watchwords.  

Respectfully submitted:  
Tim Giddings, 
President PMHA         

Brethren

From The Editor

I give thanks to the Mason of the Years 
past, who have exemplified masonry 
with their virtue. I also give thanks to 
the Officers, Worshipful Master and 
the many Past Masters of our  lodge. 
These men have given for the benefit 
of the lodge and the community.

I would not be the Mason i am to-
day were it not for those  mentioned 
above.  I remain humbled by the hon-
or of being named Mason of the Year, 
as I follow in the footsteps of many 
amazing men.

 I encourage you to be an inspiration 
for others, both inside and outside of 
Lodge. As a father,  a brother, a hus-
band, a neighbor, a friend, or a volun-
teer. Remember your working tools 
and most importantly use them.
  
Despite our unique challenges, it is 
what we do in the face of adversity 
that defines our character and al-
lows the foundations we represent be 
demonstrated through our actions.

David Sonnenberg

Brethren,



SUN    MON     TUES      WED      THURS          FRI            SAT 

October 2019

Petaluma-Hamilton  Lodge No. 180 F&AM
P.O. Box 727
Petaluma, Ca 94953-0727

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
Petaluma, CA
Permit No. 20

Dated material-do not hold

1 2

Hall Association

3

 Family Dinner & 
Stated Meeting 

4 5

6 7

Royal Arch 

8 9 10

3rd Degree 
Practice

11 12

Mason of the 
Year BBQ

13 14 15 16 17

3r4 Degree
Practice

18

Grand 
Communication

19

Grand 
Communication

20

Grand 
Communication

21 22 23 24

3rd Degree 
Practeice 

25 26

Masonic Hal
Work Party

27 28 29 30 31

H a l l o w e e n

DARK


