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From The East

“Morality” is a much harder word to
From The West
track down. It comes from the Latin
“Moralis” (meaning “concerning moral conduct and principles”), which as
a definition leaves much to be desired.
As a teacher I hate it when a student
Brothers,
My Brethren,
uses a word in its own definition.
I wish to be honest with you. I was However, I think we can all agree that
2020, A Vision of Charity
hoping to write to you this month morality is about determining what is
about our country’s history and guid- Right and what is Wrong.
In 2020 we will have this statement as
ing principles in honor of Constitution
the year’s theme if the lodge should
Observance Month. However, I am These definitions seem to have little select me to serve as Master when we
having a lot of trouble coming up with overlap, and suggest that the differ- vote in November.
an appropriate topic given our restric- entiation between them is simple. We
tion on discussing political concerns.
know better. The heart of the conflict In the Bible, the great patriarch Jacob
between Morals and Politics can be il- had a vision of angels including CharI finally decided on talking about the lustrated by two questions:
ity dancing on a leader up to heaven.
difference between politics and moralIn this vision he begins to understand
ity. There are many issues that reason- Are all Laws (policies and rules of our that Charity lasts beyond the grave
able people would disagree on wheth- Government) moral in nature?
and benefits us and our families
er it should be classified as political or
while we are alive. Even small acts of
moral. Issues that I feel are moral, you What should we do when they are not? charity can grow and grow after we
may feel are political. This confusion
are gone.
necessitates having a working defini- These are not easy questions to contion of politics and morality.
template, and I suggest no answers. We will support Grand Lodge charBut through much soul-searching I ities and local scholarships, youth
The fellowship that exists among the could think of no better way to cele- programs and local teachers doing
brothers is an incredibly important brate Constitution Observance Month innovative projects now and more in
feature that must be preserved. To that than by contemplating these weighty the future not just because we want to
end we do not discuss political issues philosophical issues. Issues that, I am do at least the minimum required for
at Lodge, as such discussions rarely sure, our Founding Fathers (many of our type of charitable organization
change people’s minds but often test whom were Freemasons themselves) but because as Masons we know how
tempers. But morality is something we also wrestled with while writing the benefit grows.
should be concerned with. Specifically guiding documents that still form the
how can we embody out of the Lodge foundation of our lovely country.
We are required to contribute 25%
those moral duties we practice within
of lodge income to charity and we
it.
Fraternally,
can do better than that. We will talk
about improving charity at the next
“Politics” and “Policy” share the same
Alex Saslow
meetings through improved budgetetymological root: the Greek words
ing, matching grants and fundraising
“Polis” (meaning “city”), and “Politēs”
Master
in which all of you can take part.
(meaning “Citizen”). Given this I feel it
is safe to define politics as differences
The calendar will not only be full of
of opinion on policy. Reasonable peointeresting and fun events this Fall
ple can disagree as to how best to deal
Continued On Page 3
with a situation.

Whereas, as Masons, we believe that
our practices of brotherly love, relief,
like the October BBQ and the Decem- and truth can benefit all of society;
ber holiday party, but we will continue now
with more next year with your involvement in our dinner tributes to educa- Therefore, as grand master, I proclaim
tion and annual festive events.
September 2019 as Masonic Lodge
From the West Continued

The lodge needs your help to continue a Masonic legacy in Petaluma. Be a
part of the planning that begins immediately. I hope to hear from you or see
you in the lodge soon.
Don Nicodemus
Senior Warden

Grand Master’s Proclamation:
SEPTEMBER 2019 IS
MASONIC LODGE
OPEN HOUSE MONTH

Open House Month in California. I
ask all California Masons to select a
date in September to open their lodges
to the general public, during which is
planned a community program about
Freemasonry, locally and around the
world. When we publicly share our
craft and values with our local community, friends, and neighbors, we
can promote the aims of our treasured
fraternity and inspire others to follow
in our footsteps.
Sincerely and fraternally,
Stuart A. Wright
Grand Master

The Tyler’s Tutelage

Freemasonry: The Difference Is You
Whereas, the Masonic halls in which
our lodges meet are destinations that
create and foster a sense of community amongst our brethren, friends, and
family; and
Whereas, for many years our Masonic
halls have symbolized history, community, and the collective betterment
of society; and
Whereas, we must strive to share the
light of Freemasonry with the world by
openly identifying ourselves as members of our fraternity amongst our
neighbors and community; and

Bretheren,
The Following Piece is titled
“Standards of Proof ” and was shared
in our July Stated meeting. By Request
it is being placed in our Trestleboard
for your reading pleasure.
Upon being Obligated, we swear
not to divulge the knowledge
bequeathed to us until “by strict trial,
due examination or legal information” we find the other party worthy
and entitled to receive it. But , what do
these words mean? To what standard
of proof have we committed ourselves?

Having Served as an officer of the
Court, permit me to share my
thoughts on the matter by citing
Black’s Law Dictionary and some
historical perspective.
Strict Trial: Black’s defines a trail
as a judicial examination and determination of the issues of either law or fact. To put this in to
perspective, lets look at the trial
procedures of the early 18th century; the time when our order
was founded. Trials in that time
required that the defendant organize his own defense, without
legal assistance, and customarily
while imprisoned. Until the actual trial, he did not even know the
specific charges and evidence that
would be used against him. He
was expected to respond spontaneously as this was thought to
be the best way of ascertaining
the truth. Thus, we expect that a
purported Brother will be able to

Stated Meeting Dinner Menu:
Thursday, September 5th , 2019
6.30pm

We hope will join us and break
bread. As always, families, guests
and those curious about masonry
are weicome to attend the dinner
Please RSVP to 707-762-4171

Lodge Contact Info:
http://freemason.org (CA Grand Lodge)
~
http://masons180.org (Pet.-Ham.#180 website)
Lodge Phone Number 707-762-6513, For Reservations call 707-762-4171
Master, Alex Saslow, 707-303-0244 E-Mail: saslow.alexander@gmail.com
Secretary, Guy Chalmers: 707-477-3046 E-Mail: JMC329@aol.com

readily prove himself by quickly offering compelling evidence.
This was also a time when trial by
Judicial Combat (dueling), while
unlawful, was still in common
practice.
Due Examination: Black;s notes
that the word “due” always imports a fixed and settled obligation or liability, Synonymous
with just; proper; lawful and sufficient. The term “examination”
is self evident in meaning. Anyone who has been on the witness
stand, being grilled by opposing
attorneys, can testify as to the rigorous nature of this type of inquiry. Indeed, in the 1700’s , a defendant could be compelled to testify
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• Mark Rousey-Seidel September 3rd
• Kevin Campbell

September 4th

• Joern Kroll
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• Keith Tyler

September 15th

• Douglas Noren

September 16th
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• Frank Prim

September 20th

• Kevin Eddy
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• Jerome Nathan

September 24th

• David Jacobs

September 28th

• Edwin Barr

September 30th

or enter a plea by having weights
placed on his chest until he either
responded or expired, which ever
came first
Legal Information: Black’s defines this term as being an accusation exhibited against a person
for some criminal offence. In the
1700’s, the wording of this document often determined the penalty and could be a matter of life
or death. IN modern terms, it is
a chargeing document filed after
a preliminary hearing has established probable cause that the
accused has committed a crime,
usually a felony, and sets the stage
for subsequent trial in Superior
Court. As Such, it is a powerful legal instrument that carries
much weight.
The forgoing should strongly suggest, th the rational mind, the seriousness of the commitment we
make to our brethren and to the
craft, when being obligated. This
level of Care and caution is so
vital that it is alluded to , repeatedly, in the First Degree lecture
regarding the Cardinal Virtues.
It is well to bear these reflections
in mind as we both take and hear
the obligation.
Fraternally,
Tim Giddings
Tyler

Need Help or Assistance ?
Contact Masonic Assistance
visit:www.masonichome.org
email: intake@mhcuc.org
or call: 888/466-3642.

The Hall Association

Brethren,
We had a successful work party and
the building is now almost entirely
converted over to LED lights. This
will not only save us money; but, will
also reduce our carbon footprint on
the planet.
I would like to give a shout-out to our
dedicated Fellowcrafts, who did much
of the work and comprised half of the
crew. These men are the future of our
Lodge and the future looks bright.
Our Building Manager is recovering from surgery and we wish him
a speedy recuperation. We will be
evaluating what still needs to be done
in the way of building maintenance
and repair, as well as looking to our
priorities for the future.
Fraternally,
Tim Giddings
PMHA President

Find us on Facebook and Instagram

https://www.facebook.com/PetalumaMasonry/
https://www.instagram.com/petalumamasonry/?hl=en

From The Editor

Brethren,
Within the realm of our ancient
masonic tradition there are three
fraternal principles we honor.
They are brotherly love, relief and
truth. In this month’s episode of the
trestleboard I would like to reflect on what these words mean to
me. As Freemasonry is all about
becoming a better person, these three
words strongly reflect on that intent.
Let me start by sharing my thoughts
on Brotherly love. I think of acceptance
and tolerance of our fellow brethren.
Being on the level, showing kindness
and respect toward each other. By
doing so we can truly meet upon the
level.
When I think of the word relief and

its what it means to our fraternal
organization I am drawn to the idea of
two words, support and aid. Not only
do we offer thist o each other but to our
lodge and to our communities as well.
For instance, we help at lodge work
parties and functions. We (as a lodge
and as individuals) donate our time
and/or money to charities with
honorable and noble purposes like
Raising a Reader, Masons 4 Mitts, &
countless more.
The word truth has many meanings
but I believe it to reflect on having
sincerity and integrity in our actions.
This definition is synonymous with
acting in accordance with a
higher moral of standards. Simply
put, doing what is right especially
when nobody is looking because we
believe in doing the right thing. This
is what sets us apart from the average
joe on the street. It allows us to take
pride in that glorious institution to
which we belong. And find kinship
on deeper roots with each other.

I now invite you to share what these
three words mean to you? I would
love to hear your thoughts on the
subject.
Fraternaly,
David Sonnenberg
Trestleboard Editor

Masonic Quotes
of Wisdom

“The hands that do

and the hearts that
dare, leave monuments
upon the square”
Palmer
Cox
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